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Sir: 



Please enter the following amendments prior to substantive examination of the application. 



IN THE TITLE 

Please replace the Title located at page 1, lines 2-3 with the following: 
APPARATUS AND SYSTEM FOR POSITIONING A PATIENT. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1-27 and 36-37 without prejudice to pursue in a later application. 
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Please amend claims 33-34 and add new claims 38-49 as follows: 

33. (Amended) A system for identifying a position of a patient comprising: 
one or more optical imaging apparatus; 

a marker block having a surface; 

two or more reflective elements located on said surface, said two or more reflective elements 
having known relative positioning among each other; and 

said marker block positioned such that at least two of said two or more reflective elements 
are viewable by said one or more optical imaging apparatus. 

34. (Amended) The system of claim 33 in which said two or more reflective elements are 
retro-reflective elements. 

New Claims: 

38. (New) The system of claim 33 in which absolute coordinate of said one or more optical 
imaging apparatus is known. 

39. (New) The system of claim 33 in which viewing orientation of said one or more optical 
imaging apparatus is known. 



2 



Patent 
267/032 



40. (New) The system of claim 33 in which relative absolute coordinate of said one or more 
optical imaging apparatus is known. 

41 . (New) The system of claim 33 in which said one or more optical imaging apparatus 
comprises CCD cameras. 

42. (New) The system of claim 33 further comprising a computing device to receive output 
information from said one or more optical imaging apparatus, the computing device having a 
processor configured to determine the position and orientation of said marker block. 

43. (New) The system of claim 33 further comprising a video display device to display a video 
image of said patient. 

44. (New) The system of claim 43 in which said video image comprises real-time images of said 
marker block. 

45. (New) The system of claim 43 in which said video image comprises real-time images of said 
patient. 

46. (New) The system of claim 33 further comprising a video display device to display a video 
image of said patient. 
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47. (New) The retro-reflective marker of claim 28 in which said flat surface forms a mounting 
area. 

48. (New) The marker block of claim 30 that is formed of styrofoam. 

49. (New) The marker block of claim 30 comprising a shape to fit a fixture that attaches to a 
patient body. 

REMARKS 

The present application is a divisional of Appl. No. 09/178,385 (U.S. Pat. 6,279,579). The 
presently pending claims correspond to the claims identified as Group II in the Office Action of 
April 25, 2000 for the prior application. 



Respectfully submitted, 
LYON & LYON llp 





Peter C. Mei 
Reg. No. 39,768 



633 W. Fifth Street, Suite 4700 
Los Angeles, California 90071-2066 
Tel: (408) 993-1555 
Fax: (408) 287-2664 
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Marked Up Version 

33 . A system for identifying a position of a detecting a marker block in a patient tr e atment 
system comprising: 

one or more aa optical imaging apparatus; 
a marker block having a surface; 

two one or more reflective elements located on said surface , said two or more reflective 
elements having known relative positioning among each other ; and 

said marker block positioned such that to reflect light from at least two of said two eee or 
more reflective elements are viewable by te said one or more optical imaging apparatus. 

34. The system of claim 33 in which said two or more reflective elements are retro-reflective 
elements. 
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